Learn to Read the Bible 1a – The Parables of Jesus

Back cover: Jesus often used parables to teach people.
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	The two builders 
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	Jesus told this story. 

There were two men. They wanted to build their own houses.
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	One man was wise. He built his house on a strong foundation. His house was strong.

	Luke 6:48
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	The other man was not wise. He built his house without a foundation. His house was not strong. 

	Luke 6:49
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	The river flooded. The river could not destroy the wise man’s house. The river destroyed the unwise man’s house.

	Luke 6:49
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	Then Jesus said, “Some people listen to my words, and they obey me. These people are wise.

	Luke 6:47
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	“Other people listen to my words, but they do not obey me. These people are not wise.”
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	9
	Questions

1. What did the two men want to build? Page 3
2. What kind of house did the wise man build? Page 4
3. Why was the other house not strong? Page 5
4. What happened to the river? Page 6
5. What kind of people are wise? Page 7
6. What kind of people are not wise? Page 8

	


	Luke 12:16–21
	11
	The rich fool
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	Jesus told this story. 

There was a rich man. He had good land. His land gave good crops.
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	The man thought, “I have good crops. Where shall I put them? My barns are small.
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	“I will build bigger barns. I will store my crops in them. Then I will be rich. I will have everything I need for many years. I will enjoy myself.”
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	But God said to the man, “You are a fool. You will die tonight. Your riches will be taken by other people.”
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	Jesus told this story about forgiving other people.
 
Once upon a time there was a king. He wanted to check his accounts. 
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	A man owed the king a lot of money. The king wanted that money. 
The man could not pay the king. He was very afraid. The man pleaded, “Please be patient with me!”
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	The king felt sorry for the man. So, the king cancelled the debt. He let the man go.

	Matt 18:27
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	Outside, this man met his friend. The friend owed him a little money. The man grabbed his friend by the throat. The man said, “Give me my money!”

	Matt 18:28
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	His friend was very afraid. He pleaded, “Please be patient with me!” The man did not feel sorry for his friend. He sent him to jail.
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	Some people became upset with the man. They told the king. 
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	The king said, “I felt sorry for you. I cancelled your big debt. You did not feel sorry for your friend. You did not cancel his small debt.”

	Matt 18:32-33


	
	24
	The king was very, very angry. He sent the man to jail to be tortured. The man was there until he had repaid his whole debt.
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	Jesus told this story. 

Two men went to the temple to pray.

	Luke 18:9-10
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	One man was a religious leader. People respected him.
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	The other man was a tax collector. He cheated money from people. People despised him.
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	The religious leader prayed, “I thank you God. I am not like everybody else. I am a good person. I do many good things for you.
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	“I am not greedy. I am honest. I am not like that tax collector.”
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	The tax collector stood at a distance. He was ashamed before God. He did not look up. He was very sad. 

	Luke 18:13


	
	33
	He prayed, “God, I am a sinful man. Have pity on me.”
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	Jesus said, “The religious leader was proud of his goodness. He was not right before God. The tax collector was humble. He was right before God.”
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	Jesus told this story about being a good neighbour.

A man was travelling between two towns. Robbers attacked him.
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	The robbers beat him very badly. They left him lying on the road. They took everything he had.

	Luke 10:30
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	Later, a priest walked down that road. He saw the man. He kept away from him. He went away without helping.
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	Then a temple servant came along. He saw the man. He passed without helping.
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	Then a third man arrived. He was from a despised community. He felt pity for the man. He stopped to help.
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	He treated the injured man’s wounds. He took him on his donkey to an inn.

	Luke 10:34
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	The next day, the man gave money to the inn keeper. He said, “Take care of this man. I will come back. Then I will pay you more.”

Then Jesus said, “You should be like this man, too.”
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